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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY 
The student is responsible for being familiar with and adhering to the policies and pro­

cedures set forth in the Graduate Catalog as well as additional departmental and program 
policies concerning the student's degree program. 

RIGHT TO CHANGE 
Policies and procedures stated in this Graduate Catalog from application through gradua­

tion require continuing evaluation, review and approval by appropriate University officials. All 
statements in this catalog reflect policies in existence at the time of publication. The University 
reserves the right to change policies at any time and without prior notice. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
The Board of Regents of Oklahoma Colleges in compliance with Title VI and Title VII of 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 402 of the Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, Americans 
With Disabilities Act of 1990, and other Federal laws and regulations does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, age, religion, disability, political affiliation 
or status as a veteran in any of its policies, practices, or procedures. This includes but is not 
limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services. 

A grievance procedure has been created to resolve complaints concerning these regula­
tions. An outline of the procedure is available in the office of Human Resources and the office 
of Student Affairs. The Director of Human Resources has been designated as the Affirmative 
Action Compliance Officer and 504 Coordinator. 

Catalog production and photography under the direction of NSU Public Relations 

This publication, printed by Creasey Printing Services of Springfield, Illinois, is issued by Northeastern State 
University as authorized by House Bill 1714. A total of 2,000 copies have been prepared and distributed 
at a cost of $3,634.00. 
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GRADUATE COLLEGE ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2007 

Spring Semester 

Continued Regular Enrollment Jan. 5 
Classes Begin Jan. 8 
Last Day for Enrollment and Class Additions Jan. 8-12 
Mid Term Mar. 5 
Early Enrollment for Summer 2007 Semester Mar. 12 - June 6 
Early Enrollment for Fall 2007 Semester Mar. 12 - August 24 
Spring Break Mar. 17-25 
Spring Semester Ends May 4 
Commencement May 5 
Faculty Grades Due May 8 

Summer Pre-Session 
Classes Begin May 7 
Memorial Day Holiday May 28 
Last Day of Classes June 1 

Summer Session 
Continued Regular Enrollment June 1 
Classes Begin June 4 
Last Day for Enrollment and Class Additions June 6 
Independence Day July 4 
Summer Semester Ends July 27 
Faculty Grades Due July 31 

Fall Semester 
Continued Regular Enrollment Aug. 13-14 
Classes Begin Aug. 15 
Last Day for Enrollment and Class Addition Aug. 21 
Labor Day Holiday Sept. 3 
Mid-Term Oct. 10 
Early Enrollment for 2008 Spring Semester Oct. 8 - Jan. 8, 2008 
Fall Break Oct. 18-19 
Thanksgiving Holiday Nov. 21-25 
Student Study Days Dec. 6-7 
Fall Semester Ends Dec. 14 
Commencement Dec. 15 
Faculty Grades Due Dec. 18 

Winter Pre-Session 
Classes Begin Dec. 17 
Last Day of Classes Jan. 4, 2008 
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THE UNIVERSITY 

Location and Physical Facilities 
Northeastern State University is located in a place like no other, where the Ozark Mountains, 

famous for their beauty, roll gently across the land, offering a panorama of natural scenery 
filled with pines, oaks, dogwoods, and redbuds that blossom each spring. Nearby runs the 
Illinois River, cool and clear, feeding into Lake Tenkiller, a lake of deep crystal green with a 
shoreline of beautiful forest and spectacular rock bluffs. The countryside, river, and lake create 
an ideal area for a wide variety of favorite outdoor activities including backpacking, camping, 
horseback riding, fishing, boating, scuba diving, water skiing and many others. Within this 
natural setting is the city of Tahlequah, capital of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, where the 
tribe’s western migration ended in 1839. Having rebuilt their civilization after their relocation, 
the Cherokees established a progressive system of tribal government and public education. 
A history so unique makes for a rich and active heritage celebrated with Native American art, 
crafts, and drama of the “Trail of Tears” performed in an outdoor amphitheater at the Tsa La 
Gi complex which also houses the Cherokee Village and Cherokee Heritage Center.   

And in the midst of this city and surrounding countryside resides NSU with its 200-acre 
campus of beautiful lawns and large shade trees. NSU, founded in 1909 on the grounds of 
the Cherokee National Female Seminary, is a university that offers students and townspeople 
not only a tradition of excellent teaching, but also Broadway productions, concerts, and guest 
lecturers of international fame and both serious drama and fun-filled entertainment at the NSU 
Playhouse. NSU, Tahlequah and Tulsa metroplex, just an hour away, offer a little bit of Eden 
west of the Mississippi. 

History 
NortheasternStateUniversityhad itsbeginning in1846when theCherokeeNationalCouncil 

authorized establishment of a National Male Seminary and National Female Seminary to fulfill 
the stipulation in the Treaty of 1835 between the United States and the Cherokee Nation that 
public and higher education be provided for the Cherokees. Erection of the buildings for the 
two seminaries began in 1847 and the Cherokee National Male Seminary opened on May 6, 
1851. The Cherokee National Female Seminary opened the following day. With the exception 
of a period between the end of the fall semester 1856 and the beginning of the fall semester 
1871, these institutions were in continuous operation until 1909. 

On March 6, 1909, the State Legislature of Oklahoma passed an act providing for the 
creation and location of Northeastern State Normal School at Tahlequah, Oklahoma, and for 
the purchase from the Cherokee Tribal Government of the building, land, and equipment of 
the Cherokee Female Seminary. The educational program of the normal school consisted of 
four years of high school and two years of college level study. 

As previously authorized by an act of the Legislature, the State Board of Education 
then the governing board of the college, took action in 1919 to change the normal school 
to Northeastern State Teachers College and to provide for a four-year curriculum leading to 
the bachelor’s degree. The Oklahoma legislature authorized that the name of the institution 
be changed to Northeastern State College in 1939. A constitutional amendment adopted in 
1941 created The Oklahoma State System of Higher Education, of which Northeastern State 
University and all other state-supported institutions of higher education are integral parts. 
The system is coordinated by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. 

In the 1950’s, Northeastern emerged as a comprehensive state college, broadening its 
curriculum at the baccalaureate level to encompass liberal arts subjects and adding a fifth-
year program designed to prepare master teachers for elementary and secondary schools. 
By the early 1970’s the functions of the institution had been broadened to include degree 
programs in liberal arts, business, and selected service areas.  The approval of several new 
certificate and degree programs in non-teaching areas added a significant dimension to the 
role of Northeastern. The Oklahoma Legislature authorized that the name of the institution 
be changed to Northeastern Oklahoma State University in 1974. The Northeastern State 
University College of Optometry opened in 1979 and made history when its first doctoral 
graduates received their degree in the spring of 1983. 

The official name of the University was changed by act of the Oklahoma Legislature in 
1985 to Northeastern State University. 
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FEES, EXPENSES, AND 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Fees and Expenses 

Residence Classification 

General Enrollment Fees

Oklahoma Residents

Out-of-State Residents

Muskogee Campus

Broken Arrow Campus

Workshops

Special Fees

Other Charges

Televised Instruction System

Educational Tours

Refunds

Unpaid Student Accounts


Financial Assistance 

Financial Aid 

Scholarships 

Graduate and Instructional Assistantships 

Fee Voucher Program 
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FEES, EXPENSES AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

FEES AND EXPENSES 
Charge cards are accepted for payment of fees (Visa, MasterCard, Discover, American 

Express). All fees are subject to change without notice. 

RESIDENCE STATUS OF ENROLLED STUDENTS IN THE OKLAHOMA 
STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
(Revised March 24, 1993, and June 28, 1996) 

Article XIII-A of the constitution of Oklahoma creates The Oklahoma State System of 
Higher Education and establishes the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education as the 
coordinating board of control for all public institutions supported by legislative appropriations. 
As one of the institutional responsibilities, the Regents annually prepare and submit to the 
Legislature a schedule of general fees to be paid by residents of Oklahoma and nonresidents 
alike, and a separate schedule of tuition charges to be made of nonresident students. The 
policy statement set forth in the paragraphs to follow establishes principles, definitions, crite­
ria, and guidelines to assist institutional officials in the classification of students as residents 
or nonresidents for fee and tuition-payment purposes. Also, the policy statement should be 
helpful to prospective students in the determination of their own residence status prior to enroll­
ment or for those nonresident students seeking to be reclassified as residents of Oklahoma 
after having been classified originally as nonresidents. Determination of residence status for 
purposes of attendance at the institution in the Oklahoma State System of Higher Education 
is based primarily on the issue of domiciliary intent. 

Section I. Philosophy 
Since 1890, it has been public policy in Oklahoma to provide comprehensive, low-cost 

public higher education for citizens, in order to make educational opportunity available for 
Oklahoma individuals to improve themselves, to help upgrade the knowledge and skill of the 
Oklahoma work force, and to enhance the quality of life in Oklahoma. Therefore, residents 
of Oklahoma are afforded subsidies covering a majority of their educational costs at all col­
leges and universities of the Oklahoma State System of Higher Education. Nonresidents of 
Oklahoma are also provided substantial education subventions, although at lower levels than 
those provided for permanent residents of the state. Administration of the state's residency 
policy as it applies to Northeastern State University students is designated to the Office of 
Admissions. Questions concerning interpretation of the policy should be directed to the ad­
missions director for a ruling. 

Section II. Principles 

II. 1. Attendance at an educational institution, albeit a continuous and long term experi ­
ence, is interpreted as temporary residence; therefore, a student neither gains nor loses 
resident status solely by such attendance. 

II.2. Students attending an Oklahoma college or university may perform many objective 
acts, some of which are required by law (i.e. payment of taxes), and all of which are custom ­
arily done by some non-residents who do not intend to remain in Oklahoma after graduation 
but are situationally necessary and/or convenient (i.e. registering to vote, obtaining a driver’s 
license). Such acts and/or declarations alone are not sufficient evidence of intent to remain 
in Oklahoma beyond the college experience. 

II.3. A nonresident student attending an Oklahoma college or university on more than 
a half-time basis is presumed to be in the state primarily for educational purposes. 

II.4. An individual is not deemed to have acquired status as a resident of Oklahoma 
until he or she has been in the state for at least a year primarily as a permanent resident 
and not merely as a student. Likewise, an individual classified as a resident of Oklahoma 
shall not be reclassified a nonresident until 12 months after having left Oklahoma to live in 
another state. 




